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The Mirrour of Cruelty: 


BEING 


A Trac and Juſt Account of two mot 
Notorious and Barbareaus 


MUR I HERS, 


Lately perpetrated by the Bloody hands 


humane and Butcherly Y lains. 
One being Commutted at 


Eaſfi-Hanvilin the County of Eſſex, 


On Fryaay the 25th of Xay, 1683. upon the body ofa Wid. 
dow, once living the Town aforetaid, who was mur- 
dered by one that ſhe had lent monk to, and was 
Stabbed under the left Pap, had her Skull 
broke, and her Throat cut, by this 
Monſter in Nature, 


The other Wicked and Bloody piece of 


Barbarity was Acted at Bart, 10 miles from Londen, by twa 
Luxurious Villains, now lying in Goal at St, Albars, in the 
County of #c7tfo/d, who after they had ſhameful ly and wicked- 
ly (committed cach of them) a Rape upon a Shop-keepers 
Wifein the 'I'own aforementioned , moſt ſadly and witho ut 
pitty, cut the Throat of the {aid Woman, and arc row connned 
to receive the Reward due to ſnch;, as ſhall without thame oz 
pitty, be Guilty of the like Viliany- 


Liccnſed atn E: atred 2ccozding to Oner.. 
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O Time, nor Age, ever afforded more Patterns 
of Cruclty than this, wherein our Ears and Sen- 
{es are Arreſted with Admiration of Inhumani- 
ty, lo frequently acted, and bloodily perpetra- 

ted upon ourFellow Creatures, wheredt theſe two follow- 

ing Examples give us accaiton t9 declare to the World, the 
wretcheanels of ſome Criminals. But to go forward with 
my intended matter, it ſo happened, That on Friday, the 
25th. of May, 1683. A certain Widdow-Woman had oc- 
calion to go to Chelwrrford, the chiet Town ir the above 
named County of Eſſex, to receive 50.7. that was her due, 
the ſaid Mony was accordingly paid unto her ; but whe- 
ther out of fear of being Robbed, or whether out of reſpect 
to ſome other perſon that might want at that time, ſhe 
parted with 45 {.of her Mony, and fo repaired homeward 
with 57. in her Pocket, or thereabouts. But ſo it {ell out, 

2 that 
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that when ſhe came near home, ſhe met with a Man, to 
whom ſhe was ſo kind, as to lend 10. s. to formerly 3 and 
finding him (lack in his payment, ſhe, as. in reaſon ſhe 
might, demanded her Mony of him 2 to whom he gave a 
ſhort Anſwer, reply! ing, That he would come and pay her by 


and by, She poor Soul was ſatisfied with this Antwer. not 


dreading thatthe Devil would put it 11 his mind, to re- 
vite her kindneſs with Butc! or y 3 but from him ſhe part- 
cd, {till making homeward, t1!] at laſt ſhe remembred her 
ſelf of ſ>me Friends that ha d promiſed to come from /7.0;;- 
doa to vilit her in the Holly-days, In order thercunto ſhe 
went to a Farmer's Houſe, not far from her ow ph and detl- 
red them to fave for her tome of their belt Curds, and fo 
Cream the next Morning, which they kindly Foie 
and carefully did, lo home EIS POOR Creature wear Peace - 
ably. as ſhe cl ,ought to take ber reſt, but her unlooked tor 
Doom was drawing 01 1 For this unnatural Villain, to 
whom ſhe had been ſo kind, as to lend him Mony in kts 
want, was by the afliſtance of the Devil, a hatching and 
contriving her overthrow, and with a bloody mind, full 
frai, gared with Hell i{h Fury, away he comes to the Houſe, 
and how he got in, we cannot yet Inform you; but by 
{ome means or other in he got, and after he had Cruelly 
knocked her down, and broke herScull, he Helliſhly cur 
her Throat, and then he Barbarouſly wounded her oader 
the Left Pap, which without doubt, was ſufficient to put a 
Period to her Lite. Ut: SNOWN fo any was this- horrid 
Murther committed, and tne next th 17g he had £0 0O, Was 


to find out ſome way to convey this Dead Body to ſome 


priv ite pl ace of Burial, which at laſt he deter ined {nould 
be in a piece of Corn Ground which he Rented, fo putting 
her 1nto a Sack, he got her taither : he likewiſe gota Sythe, 

and cut down the Graſs that was growing about a Pond in 


3 
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the middle of the ſame Ground 3 then didhe dig. a Grave; 
and put her therein, Sack and all, covering the Grave with, 
the Graſs he had cut. The next day, the Netghbours that, 
had preſerved for Fer what ſhe delired, wondred much. 
why ſhecame no: tor it, knowing that ſhe was a very ho- 
net Woman, and commonly very punctual to her word: 
Put when they had waited long for her coming, and ihe 
came not, they began to immagine {he might not be wel), 


and lo might lie ſume-what long in the Morning, than ors 
dinary 3 but fearing that what ſhe had ſpoke for might. 
{po 1, after a many long looks for her, they either ſent, or. 
went to {ce, and finding the Door open, perceived {ome 
Blood lie about the Room, which could do no leſs than 
aitonuh the Beholder, and ran back, and declared what a 
ſad Spectacle there was to be ſeen, preſently fearing what 
indeed was too true ; Whereupon a Conſtable was called, 
the Neighbour-hood raiſed, and a diligent ſearch made, 
for to find out (if they could) whar vas become of this 
Murthered Body. But notwithſtanding all their diligence, 
it could not be for ſome time ; yet neverthelels, to avoid 
ſuſpition , this Bloody Wretch himlclt went along upon 
the ſearch, little miſtraſted, or ſfuſpeed 5 and when they. 
could not by any means find her in, or about her Dwelling 
Houle, or Ground, they procceded farther to ſcarch other 
Grounds or Ponds,near unto that p'ace, but yet they could. 
not be fo fucceſsful in their buſineſs, as to make a diſcovery: 
At length they came to this Ground where ſhe lay Buryeg, 
and percelvinga Track, or Foot-path through the ſtand- 
ing Corn, v hich cauſed them in lome meaſure to miſtrult, 
but the more, becauſe the Man that Rented the Ground, 
Was not (ſeemingly) ling to 20 over into his own 
Ground to ſearch, as he was tree to 20 intaothers, but faic 
he would-go to a Ne:zzhbours Houle, ncar thereunto, whit 

they 
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they ſearcked. At laſt they came tothe Pons fide, which; 
(as wel! as they could) they ſearched. but in vain, for there 
wasnone to be found therein 5 bur tacy found by the fide 
of the Pond, a Sythe, whict was known io be his that 
Rented the Ground, and took notice that the Graſs about 


the Pond was cut not long before: 19 that nor only the 


Grave where the Body was Bur ryed was covered with Graſs, 
Dut allo quite round the Pond, which freed them from 


doubt 2nd ſuſpition of any Grave being there : but by 2c- 
cident,one of the company chancing to get upon the Grave, 


he Earth funk 1a, being loſe, and almoſt irightened the 


Man 3 which v vhen th cy perceived, they pulled away the: 
Graſs, and plainly diſcovered the ſhape ofthe Grave ; and 


as ſome fay, immediately {ent away a Meſſenger to the 


Houſe where the perſon went that Reated the Ground, to 


borrow a Spade, to dig up the Grave withal : which he 
JETcelving, being 2uilty, [rraight way took his flight 3 In 
the mean time they continued digging, till they had found 


the Murthered Body there, 13 yed ina Sack, mortifyed ai 1d: 


miuſed, as 15 aforement1o ned. W hercupon a Hue mt Gy 
Was ma de after this Bloody Wretch, and in the ſpace 6: 
Twelve Mies overtook him, but by reaſon the Conl ſrable 
knew him-not, he had the opportunity of eſcaping iorthat 
time, but was ſeized and fecurcg, about E1ght Miles turther 
off, and now es inthe Goal at ch elmsford, till the next 
Aflizesz where it may be believed, the Law will pals up- 
on him, as 1n juch Caſes 15 uſuaj. 

The next thing I {hall aoquaint you with 1s, of another 
Horrid,and Cruel Tranſaction, that happened near to Bar- 
et, not ach different jrom the time aforementioned in 

the other Example, in manner and form following, and 
as Report Informs us. There was a- certain Shop- -keeper* 


Wife thatlived in the Town of Farze, who uſually, and F 


cuſtomary; 
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cuſtomarilywould walk every Evening over two or three 
Ejelds to refreſh her ſelf, of whicheuſtom, there was two 


Perſons, or Young-men, whole. Fancies, filled with Malig- 
naacy, Iced them headlong to their own deſtruction. Theſe 
two Villains knowing that this Woman, who was Reported 
not only to be handlome, but yertuous ; theſe two Bloody 
Villains holding a Conlultation with the Devil, determin- 
edtogoone Evening to the place molt remote from the 
Town of her Walk, and there to {et upon her. and by 
force, to compel her to their laſcivious humours, which 
not long after they d1d. For one Night it happened, that 
the Husband of this Woman, being either drowzy. or ſome 
other way indiſpolcd, was minded to goto Bed early, and 
defired her to do ſo too: but ſhe, according to her ac- 
cultomed uſe, was minded to take a little Air, fo her poor 
Husband, little tearivg what would follow, wiſhed her to 
o0, but not to ſtay too late; which ſh: promiſed not to 
Co. Away poor Soul ſhe went, void of the Senfe of any 
approaching fear, to recreate her ſelf as ſhe frequently did, 
when behold thele Machiviilains followed her, and almoſt 
at the farther end of her Walk over-took her, and paſſed 
her ; but whither there paſſed any Diſcourſe between 
them, as they patied, I cannot Allert - but by and by theſe 
Wicked Wretches returned, and mceting ber, they laid 
nold upon her, and violently too, inſomuch that they 
threw her down, and one Villain held her, while the other 
committed his Rape upoa her, who without any queſtion, 
made what refiitanc2 poitibly ſhe could, to prevent their 
Wicked Defign, but bcing over-powered, after one had 
eff Qed his damnab'e Delign, the other, by his afliirance, 
inpudently did the ſame, fo that both of them became 
_ pwlry of a Rape, and put themſelves under the Penalry of 
the Law. But now the Devil; to agravate to their Wick- 
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edneſs, ſuggeſted to one of them, that the only way to 
revent botk their ſhame and puniſhme at, was to rid her 
of her Life,chat ſhe might not diſcover their Villainy ; the 
other. though as much concerned in the Rape, as ke which 
would have touched his—without Murther, yet he fecm- 
cd not to condeſcend to, or comply with his co-Partaer. in 
this Bloody Detign, but endeavoured to obviate and tru- 
RENE this his Inhumane motion. adding, That they ſhould 
le under more dangerous Circum! tances by Murrthez, than 
by Rapez to which the other anſivered. It was all or e. for 
if it ( were atl.overed uy hatthey had done, they ſhould 
unavoidabiy die for, and the M on Ho pony way tO 


prevent the excovery,was to Gdi-inable her. by—— tor the. 
lame, and fo, through tt.eie ; DJIA alia fnfinuations, Was : 
he wrought to act, and att mm this ſecond part of this 
Fragical Stor y, Which w [£12011 at tis leaſt PIETY, Was bloody 
atteted, So both Parties | being agreed, the Wo. k was 


i90n done, and ker Thi: 1at moſt barbaro outly cat, through 
which patlage Lite ſoon for ad way this (ney took her 
Dead Body and threw it into a Hed 5: The next thingthey 
had to do, was to feek out for t! CIT own fccurity, but hor- 
rour being before them, and danger behind them, and 
12gment 1pon the wing to GY -crtake them, th cy WET iN 4 

+ byrinth of fears and troubles;but the tender Man,with the 
earneſt and long looked &: Ir return © t ah (hen flwg Ighter- 
ed) Wife, beran to be potleſt with fear and doubt. inf Q- 
much that he got up again, attired himſelf and with a 
Lanthorn and Candle went to look alter his poor Wife, 
having nothing to wait upon Rim but 0s Dog, who com- 
ing near the place, ſoon fcented the dead body, and run- 
ning to the Heaze, tet a Barking, wht oh hs Ma ſter mind- 
\ he went chat way, wire when he came, .ke, to his 
Fr eat and unſpeakable forrow , beheld this unwelcome 
ODJect. 
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Object. But what amazement 25d Conttcrnation ſeized 
him, 11lcave to the Ingenious cenſure of all loving Hus- 
Lands and Waves: But to go forward , one of theſe two 
bloody Agents fearing to vz jultly puntihed for his un- 
juſt proceedings, made a motion tO tis Father to go to 


Sea; his Father having found him very Untoward for- 


h oy 


merly, (as moſt people 1magine untentivie of this his Cruel- 


ty) was minded to get a Voyage for BM WhILe 111 the mean 
time a diſcovery vas mace, and he Apprehended, and now 
is in Hertford Goal 3 but the other young Blood-iucker was 
not yct tound, but God will not ſuffer ſuch Cruelties to 
Ive long hid, and now we are certainly informed that hets 
gone to his Partner in Debauchery, £0 become his Partner 
in ſuffering, and participate of his Miſery proportionadbly 
to his Crime, The Lord grant that theſe terrible Ex- 
amples may be a Warning to all, that they may not be 
guilty of ſuch prodigious Crueitics, and Bloody Crimes, 
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